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Guy Oliver and Reman Sadani each awarded 

£25k moving-image commission, as winners of 

the Jerwood/FVU Awards 2020: Hindsight 

 

Images: Guy Oliver, And You Thought I Was Bad; Reman Sadani, Blinking Exercise No.1, 2018 
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Guy Oliver and Reman Sadani are today announced as the recipients of the Jerwood/FVU 
Awards 2020. Responding to the theme of Hindsight, each artist explores the power of 
reflection through the prism of artists’ film, and how moving-image can move us back and 
forwards through time, assisting recollection, engendering nostalgia, and enhancing collective 
wisdom. 

Reman Sadani’s project considers the urge for travel as a strange and mysterious element of 
the human condition, by renegotiating ideas around the modern displacement of people – from 
forced migration to cultural exploration. The project follows a nomad protagonist who has 
resettled in a UK city through a narrative that breaks beyond realism to introduce fragments of 
fantasy. The protagonist is visited by a group of young people who seek to live out a nomadic 
way of being within the urban spaces they’re bound to. In a city apartment, the group create a 
miniature, fantasy landscape within which to move and explore. As this part-fantastical, part-
real world slowly disintegrates under the pressure of external elements, Sadani creates a 
tension between the fixed conditions of urban space and the irresistible impulse of travel.  



 

 
Guy Oliver’s project is a multi-chapter rumination on the cultural dilemma of the disgraced 
popular icon. Considering how collective, systematic failure led to cases of abuse from 
powerful figures in the cultural scene, this work proposes a conflict between the 
enjoyment of and respect for their creative work and what we now know (or at times failed to 
recognise) about their behaviour. Can we erase the existence of abusive yet influential 
figureheads, or should we acknowledge and discuss their actions alongside their work? Through 
a piece that uses elements of film musical and music video traditions within the form of an 
experimental essay, Oliver takes the pulse of society’s reaction to this fast-evolving and 
contentious subject. 
 
Following a nationwide call for applications earlier this year, each artist has been awarded 
£25,000 to develop significant new moving image works. The finished films will be shown from 
31 March to 31 May 2020 at Jerwood Space, London, before touring across the UK. The 
shortlisted artists for this year’s awards were: Bryony Gillard, Jennifer Martin, Anna Raczynski 
and Lisa Selby/bluebaglife. 

Reman Sadani’s practice encompasses film and writing. Shaped by a childhood growing up 
between different Arab countries, she identifies with the place of the stranger in search of 
different manifestations of belonging. The fictional narratives of her films address the 
imaginary constructions that people employ for survival. She is curious about how people seek 
commonality through ‘shared’ emotions, language and/or technologies; together with the 
historical and political narratives associated with those pursuits. 

Guy Oliver’s interdisciplinary practice employs video as well as text, digital print, painting, 
collage and performance. His work excavates the landscape of contemporary popular culture, 
drawing heavily on archival material of the recent past and is primarily interested in notions of 
identity, masculinity, comedy and tragedy. 

“It was an incredibly tough job to whittle the candidates down to a final six that were 

invited for interview and an even harder job to select the final two. I would just like to 

congratulate all the candidates who made it to the interview stage and of course this year's 

two winners, who both articulated complex and difficult terrain in their (very different) 

responses to the theme of Hindsight. I'm sure the rest of the jury are as intrigued as I am to 

see how these projects develop, manifest and dialogue with one another and the wider 

ecosystem of artists' moving image...”  

Shezad Dawood, Artist and panel selector 

“The Jerwood/FVU Awards responds to a need for significant major commissions for early-

career moving-image artists, enabling them to create ambitious, timely and often 

challenging new works. With over 200 applications to the awards for 2020, the exceptional 

strength and breath of moving-image practice in the UK reiterates the importance of this 

support. We are delighted to be working with Guy and Reman over the coming months to 

realise their thought-provoking proposals and look forward to presenting the final works in 

the gallery at Jerwood Space next year.” 

Harriet Cooper, Head of Visual Arts, Jerwood Arts 

 



 

The artists were selected by Shezad Dawood, artist; Irene Aristizábal, Head of Curatorial and Public 

Practice, Baltic and Co-curator British Art Show 9 (2020); Steven Bode, Director and Susanna 

Chisholm, Programme Development Director, Film and Video Umbrella; and Harriet Cooper, Head 

of Visual Arts and Lauren Houlton, Gallery Manager at Jerwood Arts. 

Over the past seven editions the Jerwood/FVU Awards have provided a significant platform for the 

selected artists, with all recipients gaining further critical recognition following their exhibitions at 

Jerwood Space. 2018 recipient Maeve Brennan has subsequently exhibited work at the Douglas Hyde 

Gallery, Dublin and The Palestinian Museum, Birzeit. Fellow 2018 recipient Imran Perretta’s 

commission has been acquired by the Arts Council Collection and he is currently working on a major 

commission for Chisenhale Gallery, Spike Island, and The Whitworth, University of Manchester. He 

has recently been shortlisted for the Jarman Award 2019. 2017 recipient Lawrence Lek’s 

commission went on to show at the Venice Biennale in 2017, and he has been showing at major 

institutions around the world for the last two years, including London’s Barbican Centre.  He was 

also shortlisted for the prestigious Jarman Award and the Arts Foundation Experimental 

Architecture Award in 2018. In 2019 Lek released AIDOL, the sequel to his Jerwood/FVU Awards 

commission Geomancer (2017), at Sadie Coles HQ, London to critical acclaim. Fellow 2017 recipient 

Patrick Hough is exhibiting his commission as part of Artists’ Film International until April 2019, 

touring major international institutions since 2017. Hough is now in the early stages of production 

with a new commission with FVU, The Black River of Herself, which will be released in 2020. 

Jerwood/FVU Awards 2019: Going, Gone will be touring to SALT, Istanbul 9 July - 23 August 2019 

and Phoenix, Leicester 24 August – 31 October 2019. 

 
- Ends - 

 
 
For further information on the Jerwood/FVU Awards, please contact: 
 
Caroline Jones, Harriet Clarke and Truda Spruyt, Four Culture  
 
Caroline.Jones@fourcommunications.com  | +44 (0) 20 3907 8926 
 
Harriet.Clarke@fourcommunications.com | +44 (0) 20 3697 4239 

 
Truda.Spruyt@fourcommunications.com | +44 (0) 20 3697 4248  
 
 

Website: www.jerwoodfvuawards.com | www.jerwoodarts.org | www.fvu.co.uk |  

Social Media: #JerwoodFVUawards @JerwoodArts   @FilmVidUmbrella    

Notes to Editors: 
 
Project credit 
The Jerwood/FVU Awards are a collaboration between Jerwood Arts and Film and Video Umbrella. 
FVU is supported using public funding by the National Lottery through Arts Council England. 
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Artist biographies 
 
Reman Sadani (b. 1995, Yemen) is an Iraqi artist who lives and works in London. Working across 

film and writing, her work is shaped by a childhood growing up between different Arab countries. 

She is a graduate of the Slade School of Fine Art. Most recently with a loose collective of 

independent Iraqi filmmakers, Reman toured Malmö, Carthage and Marrakech Film Festivals in a 

series of script development workshops. remansadani.com | Previous work 

Guy OIiver (b. 1982, London) lives and works in London.  He graduated from the Royal College of 

Art (MA Painting) in 2015, and his interdisciplinary practice employs video as well as text, digital 

print, painting, collage and performance. Recent solo exhibitions include And You Thought I Was 

Bad?, Zabludowicz Collection, London (2018), Live From San Quentin, Random Access Gallery, 

Syracuse, New York (2018) and Did You Think I’d Leave You Dying?, Chalton Gallery, London (2017). 

Recent group exhibitions and screenings include The Generation of Choice, Gen En Regalia, New 

York (2018), Rebel Souls, Daata Editions, Art Rio, Rio De Janeiro (2018), Newstalgia! The Austrian 

Cultural Forum, London (2018), Collective Failure, J Hammond Projects, London (2018); Staging 

Series, Jerwood Space, London (2017); and Zona Mista, Westminster Waste, London. He recently 

participated in the Rupert residency programme in Vilnius, Lithuania. guyoliver.co.uk | Previous 

work 

Jerwood/FVU Awards so far: 
 
2019: Going, Gone 
Commissions: Webb-Ellis and Richard Whitby 
 
2018: Unintended Consequences 
Commissions: Maeve Brennan and Imran Perretta 
 
2017: Neither One Thing or Another 
Commissions: Patrick Hough and Lawrence Lek 
 
2016: Borrowed Time 
Commissions: Karen Kramer and Alice May Williams 
 
2014-15: What Will They See of Me? 
Commissions: Lucy Clout and Marianna Simnett  
Shortlist: Kate Cooper and Anne Haaning  
 
2012-13: Tomorrow Never Knows 
Commissions: Ed Atkins and Naheed Raza 
Shortlist: Emma Hart and Corin Sworn 
 

Film and Video Umbrella commissions, curates, produces and presents artists’ moving-image 

works that are staged in collaboration with galleries and other cultural partners. Since the late 

1980s, FVU has been at the forefront of this vibrant and expanding area of practice, promoting 

innovation through its support of some of the most exciting figures on the contemporary scene. 

During this time, the organisation has commissioned and produced nearly 200 different artists’ 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/AvcHCjqOhlEO2Eh7W0tt?domain=remansadani.com
https://remansadani.com/listofworks.html
http://www.guyoliver.co.uk/
https://vimeo.com/211351091
https://vimeo.com/211351091


 

projects, ranging from ambitious multi-screen installations to shorter film and video pieces, as 

well as numerous online commissions. fvu.co.uk 

 
Jerwood Arts is the leading independent funder dedicated to supporting UK artists, curators 

and producers to develop and thrive. We enable transformative opportunities for individuals 

across art forms, supporting imaginative awards, fellowships, programmes, commissions and 

collaborations. We present new work and bring people from across the arts together in the 

galleries at Jerwood Space, London, and across the UK.  jerwoodarts.org 
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